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The art of difference. New self narratives in Expo 2015 Italy{
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“Art [...] aesthetically reproduces the illusions and mystifications which make up the real
essence of this civilisation, in order that Difference may at last be expressed.” (Gilles
Deleuze, Difference and Repetition, Paris, Presses Universitaires de France, 1968, p. 293)l
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“A fragile art comes into being when remaining still to not determine this hostile world, or to
matke it faster than it has ever been, opening it up to the possibilities of a life that is formed.
We must give a voice to the surge of our minuscule lives.” (Roberto Ciccarelli, “L’emergenza
delle nostre vite minuscole”, published in "aut aut", n. 365, 12/04/2014)k
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“When an individual plays a part he implicitly requests his observers to take seriously the
impression that is fostered before them. They are asked to believe that the character they see
actually possesses the attributes he appears to possess, that the tasks that he performs will
have the consequences that are implicitly claimed for it, and that, in general, matters are
what they appear to be.” (Erving Goffman, The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life, 1969, p.
28).4
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The distorted representation of self — in the relationship between private life and work

lifet
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“[...] the arts of existence [ ...] those reflective and voluntary practices by which men not only
set themselves rules of conduct, but seek to transform themselves, to change themselves in
their singular being, and to make of their life into an oeuvre that carries certain aesthetic
values and meets certain stylistic criteria’.” (Foucault, Michel, The Use of Pleasure. The
History of Sexuality: Volume Two. Vintage Book Editions, translations copyright 1985 by
Random House, pp. 10-11)k
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The horror of the “intellettuale di se stesso” (“self intellectual”’) —as defined by Roberto
Ciccarelli in the article “L’emergenza delle nostre vite minuscole”, published in "aut aut", n.
365, 12/04/2014 —as opposed to the notion of “lavoratore della conoscenza” (“knowledge

worker”) “could be explained as the wish to be recognised as a distinct subject, made strong
by their “symbolic character”, independent from the “community” of the “unworthy”. This
distinction can be obtained through election, or cooptation, by the State. And when this is not



possible, this distinction is seeked on the market. In both cases, the “unworthy” do not hold
citizenship except in the pathetic, compassionate and paternatistic narrations outlined by
social-liberal culture. The average attitude of the “self intellectual”, through the grotesque
display of their good will, reveals the authoritarian impulse of who intends to reestablish the
“normality” of work, family and nation in a common world which cannot be governed under
these rules.” §
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The representation of self as a belonging mechanismé
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“All identities are only simulated, produced as an optical 'effect’ by the more profound game
of difference and repetition. We propose to think difference in itself independently of the forms
of representation which reduce it to the Same, and the relation of different to different
independently of those forms which make them pass through the negative.” (Gilles Deleuze,
Difference and Repetition, Paris, Presses Universitaires de France, 1968)k

R,--0)iS0-0(10
i

i
VEBO7E. 804, "1B4,$410; 0418 ()OS " -%096Ne""5k = "'508,"- )4 %)50*17 18454018, )&'5) . SOk, " 4B 4, $A5 B
)0-085,%" 4 = %*0)i$% = O8BOSA0LL * 1% 044" * *Ii540#0k, )§"'8) (71085, ; 0 = Y*0i")UBOI*0$, *0iB 4, $44

L OF)0™ "=k, " 006# = "5, 06 1504k . (7-, ) 44" " *I540400%404 = "NOK'" ;" " 7-I506i% (#4$% " 5" $5) 9L * (54000454042

4" {5A040k, )5408) 0-0$5,% & = U+ 0A$"##, 010 (547 185408%" -, " O -"56%# = I454""5¢" ™"~ 1)0)4 . %)50%L

= U508, )8 " *E)4%B )4 ()id6" - 14$% 50 5) 5451404 %4505, "~ 14, 5040)5, * SUUH )P4, )i = 034" ") =, )8
(50, " 5068 . #°$5, 067" ) 0186 £)0 ; OF""-&.. "™ = 050#)IK) ($44" Y5400 = Y # 14" ( = 70#49%

$= = (", $"5,%" )E705B00 " (5A0L() 04" * *14, ) 6404 5" $5) 5408 U505, "-i%% 04" SOWAI5A04$% " 50 "5t
5)0-80 " *i"--54085% ., $)iB 4, $44, "5040)5 ()b = 4H0% 2 400BHON, 5" . . 0""#)i$-0"4i54"545408) 055, " 8>( .4
6B4540) 04 = "'508, )8, )0 " SAGHO0AGH% = LODSO#™ -4, "50#; 0" 5,% ™ 6%, 58, )%™ 15400806 " 54"'# 1) 54%" 8- 14

" 0-(0" 017 145408 (" *5,81, " 81-%8, $16310% " -, * OB) 0¥ , $0) W2 40BB%IS | . 0)i%A8)0-085,%" 1B 04" ; 0

0 (5-, " OP<106350 *4-0"* 504" 40-""550" , " 8i%8) , 8" 6, 0#)2% = 98) 5006015404 = 508, "-)iB 4, $44" FOL-UUNO*4"5E) 4" 404
$0h= = (85,0 SU0)E" " *E = %*0)IE70$" ()OBA0 140k . 496 (SO™I5%E. Y50 ™5, "=~ 148%k; 4" " *1

708" ()0I54%) 045451044 HOROB " #0180, 54 1450--, " I5408)596# 196843644 = O = %6#,0)&" " 10D, )50 " SOl
BOI5"NOE. 458, " 6184, " 0484, = "80)00" " *5A0¢00H000 . #0)0 " 55,0 )PE), = ,-"HI506i% " 08" * 540424540k
40) (<51, Y5450 -54% (844 = %) 5() 0 )i5# 11596)5" **6(567 1&. %)5, " BI06#, 8, -4 = "50#,"- )54, )i $5 ("'~ 1



-0"*)d5%6"40-""550 " , " 81%0¢), 8,0, 0#) %4

!

Michel Foucaulti4, = )0-3B™)d, "™ ; % (#8%06( " *%, " 8854043% " $0 . 5%08, *0"5,5 e#"54 0454 * &

Z ", h, T, "84, 54%#180 ; 0 aBY#) 0lE$H#0"S,  84,5% B 04$% "), *0#)4,*0 5,5 14" 40%+ = §%04) (7W(8"'5,% ™8™ " *8"
B 18%0t0D0#$,), " 8% .. %BO#li . (58, "% . #""$5,$085% - #0 ; 0 * 565408, ™ *, ; > (*"'-4d#% = & = % , " 84% (54%aL5404
-, 2,5)i8,00*87 18$()5% = )IE)%S,0518™ * *85404*% = , ™ *'5, " 88) %$,""-&" " *4.. %-,5,$""-6$% " 50D5%4

!

“[...] technologies of the self permit individuals to carry out - by their own means or with the
help of others - a certain number of operations on their own bodies and souls, thoughts,
conduct, and way of being, so as to transform themselves in order to attain a certain state of
happiness, purity, wisdom, perfection, or immortality.”. (Michel Foucault, "Technologies of
the Self.- A Seminar With Michel Foucault”, edited by Luther H. Martin, Huck Gutman and
Patrick H. Hutton, p.18. Univ. of Massachusetts Press, 1988 - Lectures at Vermont University
in October 1982)k
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